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 › Preserving its spirit and traditions.

 › Advancing safe and ethical mountain practices.

 › Promoting responsible access, culture and environmental 

protection.

 › supporting youth participation and the Olympic movement.

ABOUT THE UIAA

the UIAA – International Climbing and Mountaineering Federation 

– was founded in 1932 and has a global presence on five continents 

with over 80 member associations representing about three million 

people. Its mission is to promote the growth and protection of 

mountaineering and climbing worldwide by:
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the UIAA

OUR ENGAGEMENT IN MOUNTAIN CONSERVATION

HERITAGE

To maintain mountains as wild and free for the enjoyment of mountaineers 
and for all humankind as well as for nature itself, knowing that these areas are 
the last natural, unspoilt and free spaces on earth.

To provide leadership and encourage partnership by inspiring, informing and 
promoting mountain protection good practices throughout the world.

Concern for the mountain envi-

ronment has been at the forefront 

of the UIAA’s activities ever since its 

foundation in 1932. topics such as 

‘measures against the construction 

of cable cars’ provided lively discus-

sions at early UIAA General Assem-

blies. 

Created in 1969, the UIAA Mountain 

Protection Commission has played 

an influential role in promoting 

mountain environment projects 

and sustainability. It has staunchly 

supported the UIAA member associ-

ations in fighting against destructive 

projects in their countries. 

At international level, the UIAA 

has raised awareness on mountain 

environmental issues, in collabo-

ration with international institutions 

like the IUCn (International Union 

for Conservation of nature) and 

the United nations environment 

Programme (UneP). through the 

adoption of ground-breaking papers 

and declarations, the UIAA favoured 

the establishment of principles for 

conservation, access and sustainable 

tourism. It has promoted ethical 

codes of conduct for expeditions 

as responsible mountaineering and 

climbing practices.
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the UIAA

TODAY
the UIAA believes all those who 

have a stake in the well-being of 

the mountain environment should 

collectively work to raise awareness 

about the fragile nature of the 

mountain ecosystems, as well as 

to encourage responsible and 

sustainable behaviour and practices. 

Our activities focus on:

 › Promoting sustainable mountain 

regions development and 

rewarding innovative initia-

tives in adventure tourism and 

mountain conservation

 › Raising awareness about 

environmental issues and 

furthering education on 

mountain preservation and 

sustainable practice

 › supporting concrete actions 

taken by our federations that 

aim to preserve the mountain 

environment in its natural state

 › encouraging the adoption and 

respect by all of international 

declarations, including UIAA’s 

own ethical guidelines, in order 

to preserve mountain ecosys-

tems and cultures.
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PROjeCts

OUR PROJECTS

INNOVATION: UIAA MOUNTAIN PROTECTION AWARD

the UIAA’s core projects in the sphere of sustainability, led by the UIAA 

Mountain Protection Commission, and supported by its international Member 

Federations, are:

 ›  the UIAA Mountain Protection Award.

 ›  the UIAA Respect the Mountains series.

 › Raising awareness about the impact of climate change on mountain 

regions.

 › Publication of dedicated papers and declarations.

the UIAA Mountain Protection 

Award was launched in 2013. It’s 

a crowdsourcing and awareness 

platform where showcased initiatives 

can solicit funding and be promoted 

through the UIAA’s communication 

platforms and international network. 

Its aim is to encourage innovation 

in the field of mountain protection 

and community-based tourism that 

contributes to the conservation 

of mountain ecosystems and 

sustainable livelihoods for locals. 

the Award recognizes outstanding 

projects which have achieved 

tangible outcomes in mountain 

protection. each year a winner is 

selected at an award ceremony held 

during the UIAA General Assembly.

nomination for the Award and 

promotion through the platform 

is open to associations and travel 

agencies working in the mountain 

environment who are engaged in at 

least one of the following activities:

engaged in the preservation of mountain resources and cultures
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PROjeCts

 › Conservation of biodiversity – 

including plant and animal species.

 › sustainable energy and resource 

management.

 › sustainable waste management and 

disposal.

 › Adaptation to/mitigation of effects 

of climate change. 

 › Protection of the environment 

through culture and education. 

nominees must also demonstrate 

engagement and collaboration with 

local communities to develop a culture 

of ecotourism initiatives, which attracts 

and inspires visitors. Becoming part 

of the UIAA’s network creates tangible 

benefits for both the nominees and the 

Award winner in terms of international 

recognition, awareness and financial 

support.

www. mountainprotection.theuiaa.org

the UIAA Mountain Protection Award 

is sponsored by Western University and 

Golden Rock travel of Azerbaijan.

AWARENESS & EDUCATION: 
RESPECT THE MOUNTAINS

the UIAA Respect the Mountains 

series is formed by a number of 

summer clean-up events held 

across the globe designed to bring 

together locals, mountain visitors 

and sport practitioners who want 

to promote sustainable practices in 

their favourite mountain regions. 

the UIAA’s long-term strategy is 

to develop year-round educational 

events and mountain preservation 

projects with the support of its 

member federations. 

the objectives of this project are to:

 › Raise awareness for sustain-

able environmental practices 

and spread the word within the 

outdoor community.

Uniting clean-up initiatives, adventure, education and a mutual 
appreciation of mountains
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PROjeCts

 › Preserve mountain ecosystems 

and cultures in their natural 

state for future generations.

 › Promote sustainable mountain 

tourism and activities.

 › educate the next generation 

of mountain explorers and 

encourage them to be sustain-

able followers.

LOBBYING FOR MOUNTAINS AND RAISING 
AWARENESS

the mountain environment is 

home to some 800 million people 

representing around 12% of the 

world’s population. Mountains 

provide freshwater for billions of 

people across the planet in every 

continent. they are powerful, 

imperious, incredibly sensitive and 

key to the planet’s future. 

however, global warming and 

climate change has made the 

weather unpredictable and is 

changing our landscape, having a 

critical impact on local populations 

and mountaineering and climbing 

activities as well. 

the UIAA aims to encourage all 

mountain stakeholders to engage in 

concrete measures to mitigate and 

adapt to climate change effects. 

Our principal activities are:

 › Collaborating with other organ-

izations in the framework of 

the United nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change

 › Participating in international 

mountain environment events

 › supporting national federa-

tions on environmental and 

conservation issues

 › Promoting UIAA ethic codes, 

guidelines and declarations.

theuiaa.org/declarations.html

theuiaa.org/uiaaclimatechange.html

Mountains feel blue, let‘s keep them white
the UIAA Respect the Mountains project is supported by Keen. the project is 

governed by the 7 Ways to Respect the Mountains:
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DeClARAtIOns

UIAA DECLARATIONS

 › tyrol Declaration

 › Kathmandu Declaration

 › UIAA summit Charter

 › ethical Code for expeditions

 › environmental Objectives and Guidelines

 › Mountain ethic Declaration

 › Preservation of natural Rock  

for Adventure Climbing 

 › Argeos Charter

 › Climate Change

http://www.theuiaa.org/tyrol-declaration.html
http://www.theuiaa.org/kathmandu-declaration.html
http://www.theuiaa.org/summit-charter.html
http://www.theuiaa.org/ethical-code-expeditions.html
http://www.theuiaa.org/environmental-objectiveis-guidelines.html
http://www.theuiaa.org/mountain-ethic-declaration.html
http://www.theuiaa.org/Preservation-Natural-Rock-for-Adventure-Climbing%20.html
http://www.theuiaa.org/Preservation-Natural-Rock-for-Adventure-Climbing%20.html
http://www.theuiaa.org/Argeos.html
http://www.theuiaa.org/climate-change.html
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Annex

PARTNERS

Mountain Protection

Golden Rock
Mountain Protection

Western University
Respect the Mountains 

KEEN

special thanks to our supporters



‘The role of the UIAA, as representative of 

entire mountaineering community, is to be 

the voice of the mountains. It is crucial to 

raise awareness about the impact of climate 

change in the mountains. Most people appre-

ciate the beauty of the mountains and enjoy 

spending time there without really realizing 

the extent of the glacial melting and the im-

pact on our largest source of clean, drinking 

water.’

Frits Vrijlandt, President of the UIAA, COP21

COP21, the United Nations 
Framework Convention on 
Climate Change

Paris, December 2015
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UIAA Office, Monbijoustrasse 61 · Post fach  Ch-3000 ·  Bern  23 
switzerland · tel: +41 31 370 1828 

www.theuiaa.org
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